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Name:
Prof.dr.ir. Corné M.J. Pieterse
Date of Birth:
11 February 1964
Home address:
Brugakker 67-10, 3704 RP Zeist, the Netherlands

Nationality:
Netherlands
Marital status:
Married (2 daughters 1996, 1997)
Current positions:
Professor Plant-Microbe Interactions

Distinghuished Professor Faculty of Science

Scientific Director Institute of Environmental Biology 

Work address:
Plant-Microbe Interactions, Department of Biology, Science4Life, Faculty of Science,

Utrecht University, Padualaan 8, 3584 CH Utrecht, the Netherlands 

E-mail: 
C.M.J.Pieterse@uu.nl
Phone:
+31-30-253-6887 (work)
Web:
http://www.uu.nl/en/research/plant-microbe-interactions
Personal page:
http://www.uu.nl/staff/CMJPieterse 

Publications:
https://www.uu.nl/en/research/plant-microbe-interactions/publications 
ResearcherID:
http://www.researcherid.com/rid/A-9326-2011 

ORCID ID:
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-5473-4646
Publons ID:
http://publons.com/a/1362471/
Scientific metrics
	
	Publications
	H-index
	i-100 index*
	Highly Cited#
	Citations
	Citations ‘22
	Ave cit./paper

	Web of Science
	202
202
	88
	78
	20
	>34000
	>3500
	170

	Google Scholar 
	
	101
	101
	
	>58000
	>5500
	281


* Publications with >100 citations; # Number of publications belonging to the top 1% most-cited publications for field and publication year. I’ve been listed as Web of Science Highly Cited Researcher each year since 2014.
Current research focus
Host microbiome research has emerged as a new imperative in the life sciences. The realization that thousands of microbial species are an integral part of the biology of eukaryotic hosts and expand their genomic potential comes with great new opportunities for microbiome-assisted agriculture. Discoveries that root microbiota support plant growth, nutrition and health fostered bio-based crop system approaches to reduce use of agrochemicals. However, the dream of microbiome-assisted agriculture as a genuine sustainable contribution to global food security will require a deep understanding of the genetic, ecological and evolutionary principles underlying plant-microbiome interactions. Exciting breakthroughs in my lab revealed that plants can “cry for help” from their root microbiota in response to leaf pathogen infection, therewith alleviating the stress through microbiome-encoded functions. We also showed that the plant immune system not only fights pathogens but also functions as a gatekeeper that favours life-supporting microbes to colonize. These discoveries on bidirectional signalling along the microbiome-root-shoot axis sparked the current research questions in my group:
1. Which host genes/traits optimize microbiomes for host-supporting growth and health functions?

2. Which microbiome functions are recruited by stressed hosts and how do they serve plant performance?

3. How do root microbiota communicate with the plant immune system to promote mutual benefits?

Using the power of our Arabidopsis model for plant microbiome research combined with microbiomics, high-resolution time series RNA-seq, gene regulatory network analysis, root metabolomics, and advanced plant-microbiome phenotyping, we aim to unlock the conceptual principles of profitable plant-microbiome interactions. This will provide a firm basis for knowledge translation that is needed to harness the power of the plant’s second genome for future microbiome-assisted crop systems.

Education/ Qualifications 

Education
1988:
Doctoral (MSc) Plant Breeding and Plant Molecular Biology, Wageningen Agricultural University, the Netherlands (cum laude; top 5%). 

1993:
PhD degree, dissertation entitled "Differential gene expression in Phytophthora infestans during pathogensis on potato”. Advisors Prof.dr.ir Pierre de Wit and Prof.dr.ir Francine Govers, Laboratory of Phytopathology, Wageningen Agricultural University, the Netherlands. 

Professional History 

1988:
Visiting Researcher - Laboratory of Prof. Natasha Raikhel, Plant Research Laboratory, Michigan State Univeristy, East Lansing, USA.

1989: 
PhD Student - Laboratory of Phytopathology, Wageningen Agricultural University, NL.
1993: 
Postdoc - Lab of Prof. L.C. van Loon, Phytopathology, Faculty of Biology, Utrecht University.
1998: 
Assistant Professor – Molecular Phytopathology, Faculty of Biology, Utrecht University.

2004:
Awarded VICI fellowship for innovative research by Dutch Science Foundation (1.25 M€).

2004>:
Professor and Head of the Plant-Microbe Interactions group, Dept. Biology, Utrecht University.

2009>: 
Scientific Director Institute of Environmental Biology, Faculty of Science, Utrecht University.
2010:
Awarded ERC Advanced Investigator Grant (2.5 M€).
2013>:
Elected member of the Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences (KNAW).
2014>:
Secretary of the Section Biology of the KNAW.

2014>:
Web-of-Science Highly Cited Researcher (top 1% by citations in the field).
2015>:
Distinguished Professor Faculty of Science, Utrecht University.

2016: 
Distinguished Visiting Scientist Fellowship from CSIRO, Australia

2016: 
OECD Research Fellowship to support sabbatical at the University of Queensland, Australia.
2018:
NWO Roadmap “Neth. Plant Eco-phenotyping Center” (with WUR and UU team; 22 M€).
2019:
NWO Gravitation Program “MiCRop” (with UvA, VU, UU, WUR, LU/NIOO team; 18 M€).

2022:
Spinoza Prize 2022 (2.5 M€).

2023:
Elected member of the Koninklijke Hollandsche Maatschappij der Wetenschappen.
Other Academic Activities 

Utrecht University:

2020>: 
Member programme board UU Strategic Theme Life Sciences.
2020>: 
Chair Science for Life (research community of UU Strategic Theme Life Sciences).
2017-2021: Member Hoogleraar 1 commissie, Faculty of Science.
2016>:
Co-organizer annual Science4Life Congress Utrecht University (>400 participants)
2014>:
Member board UU Pathways for Sustainability community Future Food Utrecht.

2014-2018: Member “Advisory committee Integrity” Faculty of Science, UU.

2011>:
Member “Research Advisory Council” Faculty of Science, UU.

2011:
Coordinator of the international peer review of the Department of Biology, period 2004-2010.

2009>:
Member of the Executive Board of the Board of Studies of the Graduate School of Life Sciences.

2009-2015: Programme leader PhD programme Environmental Biology (>60 PhD students). 

2005-2015: Programme leader MSc programme Environmental Biology (>150 MSc students).

2007-2012: Member of the Board of Examiners of the Graduate School of Life Sciences.

2004>:  Member/Chairman of committees for evaluation/coaching of high-potential applicants from the UU for VICI/VIDI and ERC innovative research fellowships.
2009>:
Chairman/member of committees for installation/evaluation of (special) Chairs in:



Utrecht University (chairman): Behavioural Ecology; Ecology and Biodiversity; Mycorrhizal Ecology; Microbial Ecology of Wetlands; Duurzaam Bosbeheer; Molecular Physiology of Rice; Fungal Molecular Physiology; Bioinformatics; Aquatic Ecology; Plant Photobiology; Plant Dispersal Ecology & Conservation; Fungal Cell Biology; Fungal Plant Pathogenicity; Microbial Community Ecology & Environmental Genomics; Plant Development & Physiology; Sustainable Agriculture; Plant Stress Biology.


Utrecht University (member): Biomarine Sciences; Fungal Biodiversity; Computational Developmental Biology; Gene expression, Chromatin regulation & Epigenetics; Aquatic Ecosystems Dynamics.


Wageningen University (member): Phytopathology; Ecological Virology; Tropical Phytopathology; Plant Stress Genetics; Plant Developmental Biology; Applied Plant Developmental Biology; Entomology.


University of Amsterdam (member): Regulation of Plant Metabolite Production; Fungal Functional Biodiversity.
2009:
Chairman Committee MSc Curriculum Biological Sciences.
2001-2003: Member of the Ba/Ma Committee installed to implement the Ba/Ma system in the Biological Sciences curriculum as proposed in the Bologna Accords of 1999.
National:

2023:
Chairman international peer review Institute of Biology, Leiden University.
2023>:
Member Board Graduate School Experimental Plant Biology.

2020>:
Member Board 18 M€ NWO Gravitation programme MiCROP.
2018>:
Member Executive Board 22 M€ National Roadmap Facility “Netherlands Plant Eco-phenotyping Centre”(NPEC)”.

2018>: 
Chairman Science Advisory Board KNAW Westerdijk Institute for Fungal Biodiversity.

2018:
Chairman international peer review Netherlands Institute of Ecology (KNAW-NIOO).
2017:
Chairman international peer review Institute of Biology, Leiden University.
2016>:
Selection committee VICI fellowships NWO.
2015: 
KNAW project group Science & Media.
2014>:
Member Science Advisory Board KNAW Westerdijk Institute for Fungal Biodiversity.
2014:
Jury KNAW onderwijsprijs 2014 profiel Natuur en Gezondheid.
2014>:
Secretary KNAW Section Biology.
2010-2017: Member/chairman of the Board of the national Platform Experimental Plant Sciences, co-organizer of yearly Lunteren meeting (>400 participants).
2009-2015: Member/chairman of the Board of the Platform Molecular Genetics, co-organizer of yearly Lunteren meeting (>80 participants).
2007-2016: Member of the Research Committee of the national Graduate School Experimental Plant Sciences (>200 PhD students).

2007-2015: National coordinator of research theme “Interactions between plants and biotic agents” of the Graduate School Experimental Plant Sciences (with Prof. Marcel Dicke, Wageningen University).

2003-2007:  Member Education Committee of the national Graduate School Experimental Plant Sciences.
2004-2007: Member Subcommittee Agriculture of the COGEM (Committee Genetic Modification; provides scientific advice to the Dutch government on risks of genetic modification and GMOs).

2007-2010: Member of the national Top Institute Pharma (TI-Pharma). 

2003-2013: Member of the national Centre for BioSystems Genomics (CBSG).

2001-2008: Board member Section Phytopathology of the Royal Dutch Botanical Society (KNBV).

1992>:
Member Royal Dutch Society of Phytopathologists (KNPV). 

Multiple dates: Panel member/chairman for review of grant proposals Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research (NWO), Technology Foundation (TTW), Centre for BioSystems Genomics, and the Graduate School of Experimental Plant Sciences.
International:

2021>:
International Scientific Board of LabEx TULIP, France.

2021:
International Peer Review Committee Department of Applied Genetics and Cell Biology, BOKU University, Vienna, Austria.

2020:
External Evaluation Committee of the Department of Agricultural Sciences, Biotechnology and Food Sciences of the Cyprus University of Technology, Cyprus.

2019>:
External Advisor Priority Program DECRyPT, Germany.

2018>:
European Plant Science Organization (EPSO) Workshop on Plants and Microbiomes.

2018>:
Advisory Editorial Board of Trends in Plant Science
2018>: 
Associate Editor Plant Cell & Environment

2018>:
Editorial Board Planta
2017-2018: Review panel Academy of Finland

2016:
CSIRO Distinguished Visiting Research Fellow, Brisbane Australia.

2015-2021: Scientific Advisory Board Viikki Plant Science Centre (ViPS), Helsinki, Finland.

2014-2016: Secretary of the Board of Directors of the Int. Soc. of Molecular Plant-Microbe Interactions.

2014>:  Editorial Board Member Current Plant Biology.
2013>:
Editorial Board Member Oecologia.
2012-2016: Elected member of the Board of Directors Int. Soc. of Molecular Plant-Microbe Interactions.

2012-2015: Int. Advisory Board European Centre for Excellence in Environmental Adaptation, Estonia.
2013>:
Editor of 5 Research Topics in Frontiers journals.
2011-2018: Associate Editor: Frontiers in Plant-Microbe Interactions.
2010-2012: Associate Editor Plant Physiology.

2007-2012: Monitoring Editor Plant Physiology.

1999-2012: Associate Editor European Journal of Plant Pathology.

2002-2012: Section Editor Plant Biology.

2007-2019: Editorial Board Member Journal of Chemical Ecology.
2008>:
Editorial Board Member Communicative and Integrative Biology.

2002-2010: Editorial Board Member Journal of Food, Agriculture and Environment.
2015>:
Member Society for Experimental Biology (SEB).

2007>:
Member American Society of Plant Biologists (ASPB). 

1990>: 
Member International Society for Molecular Plant-Microbe Interactions (IS-MPMI).
2016:
International Advisory Board International Conference on Molecular Plant-Microbe Interactions, Portland, USA.

2015:
Co-organizer of the International Symposium on PR-Proteins and Induced Resistance against Pathogens and Insects, Aachen, Germany (120 participants).
2014:
International Advisory Board International Conference on Molecular Plant-Microbe Interactions, Rhodes, Greece.

2011:
Co-organizer of the International Symposium on PR-Proteins and Induced Resistance against Pathogens and Insects, Neuchatel, Switzerland (160 participants).
2007:
Organizer of the International Symposium on PR-Proteins and Induced Resistance against Pathogens and Insects, Doorn, the Netherlands (160 participants). 

Multiple dates: Organizer of the bi-annual International PhD Summerschool “Environmental signaling: Arabidopsis as a model” (2001 - 2019; 75-100 participants).

Multiple dates: Review Panel Member for European Research Council (ERC), United States National Science Foundation (NSF), United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), United States-Israel Binational Science Foundation (US-IBSF), Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF), Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council (BBSRC, UK), Flanders Research Foundation (FWO, Belgium), Research Organization Catholic University Leuven (Belgium), Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG, Germany), Marsden Fund Council (New Zealand), Academy of Finland, and others.

Multiple dates: Manuscript reviewer for Nature journals, Science journals, PNAS, Cell, Cell Host & Microbes, EMBO Journal, Current Opinion in Plant Biology, Trends in Plant Science, Molecular Plant, Plant Cell, Plant Journal, Plant Physiology, New Phytologist, Plant Cell & Environment, Plant Molecular Biology, Planta, Molecular Plant-Microbe Interactions, Molecular Plant Pathology, Frontiers journals, PLoS Pathogens, PLoS ONE, PLoS Biology, Phytopathology, European Journal of Plant Pathology, Molecular Ecology, Proteomics, BMC Plant Biology, Plant and Soil, Physiological & Molecular Plant Pathology, Euphytica, FEBS Letters, Current Genetics, Biological Control, Journal of Phytopathology, Heredity, Functional Plant Biology, Archives of Microbiology, Biocontrol Science & Technology, Environmental Microbiology, Current Microbiology, Plants People Planet, Rhizosphere, Microbiome, F1000 Research, and Bioinformatics. Review activities since 2017: http://publons.com/a/1362471/.
Multiple dates: External evaluator for promotion (tenure track or associate or full professor): University of California, Berkeley, USA; Boyce Thompson Institute, Ithaca, USA; University of Minnesota, St. Paul, USA; University of Delaware, USA; Virginia Tech College of Science, USA; University of Pittsburgh, USA; University of Britisch Columbia, Vancouver, Canada; University of Queensland, Brisbane, Australia; Australian Common Wealth Scientific and Research Organization (CSIRO), Australia; Royal Society of New Zealand Te Apãrangi, New Zealand; University of Johannesburg, South Africa; John Innes Centre, Norwich, UK; Humboldt University Berlin, Germany; Ludwig-Maximilians Universität München, Germany; Max Planck Institute for Plant Breeding, Germany; Max Planck Institute for Molecular Plant Physiology, Germany; University of Gottingen, Germany; University of Lausanne, Switzerland; University of Copenhagen, Denmark; Weismann Institute, Israel; Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS); Free University of Amsterdam; University of Amsterdam; Wageningen University; Leiden University.
Teaching
Bachelor curriculum Biological Sciences, Utrecht University:
· The Experiment: practical course on experimental cycle for 40-60 1st-year students (1994 – 2000)

· Cell Biology/Molecular Biology: tutorial for 30 1st year students (1996 – 2004)

· Soil Ecology: lectures and practicals for 30-50 2nd- year students (1995 – 2005)


· Plant-Microbe Interactions: lectures and practicals for 30 2nd-year students (2006 – 2010)
· Microbial Interactions: lectures and practicals for 40-100 2nd-year students (2011 – present)
· Phytopathology (coordinator): lectures and practicals for 20-30 3rd year students (1996 – 2005)

· Plants, Adaptation & Defense (coordinator with Pierik): lectures and practicals for 40-60 3rd-year students (2006 – 2018)
· Molecular Plant-Microbe Interactions: lectures for 40+ 3rd-year students (2018 - present).
· Bachelor Thesis: 4-8 3rd-year students per year (2005 – present)
Master curriculum Environmental Biology – Graduate School of Life Sciences, Utrecht University
· Programme leader of the Master’s programme Environmental Biology (with 5 tracks: Plant Biology, Fungal Biology, Ecology & Natural Resource Management, Behavioural Ecology, Biomarine Sciences & Palaeoecology) in which Chair groups of the Department of Biology, Chemistry, Geosciences and Veterinary Sciences participate (2005-2015).
· Coordinator of the track Plant Biology of the MSc programme Environmental Biology (2005-2015). 
· Plants in Their Environment: theoretical MSc course for 10-24 students/2 years (2004-2018).
· Molecular Plant Physiology & Biotechnology: MSc course for 10-15 students/2 years (2004-2011).
· Plant-Microbe Interactions: theoretical MSc course for 15-30 students/year (2018-present; coordinator since 2020).
· Master Thesis: supervisor of 2-4 MSc students per year (2004-present).

PhD programmes Environmental Biology (Utrecht) and Experimental Plant Sciences (national) 

· Co-organizer of the International PhD Summerschool “Environmental signalling: Arabidopsis as a model” – on average 70-100 PhD students from all over the world participate in this course (biannually since 2001). The Summerschool consists of a mix of lectures by the international leaders in the field of plant biological research and PhD students. The programme typically consists of hot and emerging topics in plant biological research (2001-present).
Description of research 
Scientific career

After my PhD work on pathogenicity genes of the Irish Famine pathogen Phytophthora infestans, I devoted my scientific career to unravel the conceptual details of how beneficial microbes in the root microbiome interact with the plant immune system to provide protection against plant diseases. Using the Arabidopsis plant model, we performed pioneering research on rhizobacteria-induced systemic resistance (ISR). My team discovered that this plant immunization phenomenon is regulated by a novel plant immune signalling pathway that primes the whole plant body for enhanced defence against a broad spectrum of pathogens. We were among the first to identify the hormone jasmonic acid (JA) as a key plant immune regulator and contributed significantly to the notion that the plant immune system is regulated by a complex defence signalling network in which JA antagonistically cross-communicates with the hormone salicylic acid (SA) to tailor and optimize the defence output. Our discoveries on the conceptual details of ISR, defence priming, and hormone crosstalk have spread widely through the biology community and with over 22,000 citations are frequently highlighted in primary literature, review articles and textbooks.

In the past 10 years, and with support of an ERC Advanced Grant (2011-2016), we capitalized on our earlier conceptual discoveries on ISR, immune priming, and defence hormone action, providing important novel mechanistic insights into the regulation of plant immunity by phytohormones and beneficial rhizobacteria and fungi. Our discoveries proved to be highly instrumental in tackling fundamental questions in the rapidly emerging new imperative in life sciences research: understanding and harnessing the power of host-associated microbiota. Microbiomes have the potential to significantly expand the genomic capabilities of their eukaryotic hosts, therewith boosting immunity, enhancing nutrient uptake, stimulating growth and development, and promoting stress resilience. The grand future challenge in the plant microbiome research field is to understand the conceptual and genetic principals underlying beneficial plant-microbiome interactions, from both the microbial and the plant perspective, and to capitalize the yet untapped potential of plant-microbiome interactions for sustainable microbiome-assisted improvements of our future crops. At the beginning of the plant-microbiome research era (2012), we outlined its state-of-the-art and future prospects. Less than 10 years later it is the most highly-cited paper in the field (Trends in Plant Science 17:478-486; 1,720 citations in Web-of-Science).

Currently, the Plant-Microbe Interactions group is focused on how the plant immune system protects plants against microbial pathogens and insect herbivores, and how beneficial microbes in the plant root microbiome stimulate plant growth and health. Our research is focused on plant-beneficial functions that are encoded by the root microbiome, the role of plant genes that aid in maximizing profitable functions from the root microbiome, and the role of crosstalk between plant defense hormones in the plant immune signalling network. With our research we aim to contribute to grand societal challenges, such as food security and sustainable agriculture.
Research  impact

 To enable cutting-edge research, my research group combines the disciplines phytopathology, entomology, biochemistry, molecular biology, and microbial ecology with different omics technologies and bioinformatics and  the molecular genetic and genomics toolbox of the Arabidopsis model system. We have set up technologies and methods to study the complex dynamics of the plant immune response under conditions in which the plant interacts with beneficials in the root microbiome and antagonists with different life styles and modes of attack, which is unique in the world. Our research led to multiple frequently cited papers (78 papers >100 cites; 6 papers > 1000 cites) in high-ranking general journals and top journals of the field of plant science. Since 2014, I’m every year on the Web of Science Highly Cited Researchers list. This list contains over 3000 researchers from all over the world that are among the top 1% most cited for their subject field and year of publication.
Research group, embedding and collaborations 

Plant-Microbe Interactions research group

Besides myself, the Plant-Microbe Interactions research group comprises 1 additional full professor (Prof.dr. Saskia van Wees, VENI, VIDI), 3 assistant professors (Dr. Ronnie de Jonge, EMBO fellowship, FWO fellowship; Dr. Roeland Berendsen; Dr. Pim Goossens), 1 extaordinary professor (Prof. Marcel van der Heijden, VIDI), 8 post-docs (Giannis Stringlis, Yang Song, Alberto Pascale, Brandon Ford, Kumar Singh, Shu-Hua Hsu, Marciel Pereira Mendes; Hao Zhang), 14 PhD students, and 3 technicians. Prof. Van Wees is a NWO-VENI and VIDI laureate with versatile research experience in the field of plant immunity signaling. Dr. Roeland Berendsen is a microbial ecologists with a focus on microbiome recruitment in response to pathogen stress and has a wealth of expertise on the analysis of microbial communities in the rhizosphere microbiome of plants. Dr. de Jonge is a plant-microbe bioinformatician with expertise in the analysis of genomes and metagenomes and is focused on rhizosphere dynamics of the root microbiome. Prof. van der Heijden is an expert on mycorrhiza ecology. The combined expertise of these PMI staff members makes it possible to investigate the plant immune system from different angles and to perform at the international forefront of plant microbiome and plant immune signaling research.  

The research group has access to new state-of-the-art plant growth facilities comprising 4 large walk-in climate chambers, well-equipped green house facilities, and all standard equipment for molecular biological and biochemical experiments. In addition, the group has access to high-quality light microscopes for fluorescence and nomarski imaging and uses high-quality confocal laser scanning microscopes which allows high-resolution detection of tissue-specific gene expression patterns and localization of proteins. Moreover, the group has ample in-house expertise with microbial community profiling (microbiomics), bioinformatics of genomes, RNA-seq, phytohormone chemistry, the extensive molecular genetic and genomic toolbox of the Arabidopsis model system, and a large array of bioassays with diverse pathogens, insects, and beneficial microbes. Currently the group is involved in the development of the national roadmap facility “Netherlands Plant Eco-phenotyping Centre (NPEC)”.
Supervision and training activities
MSc students 
· >65 performed a research project of 6-9 months under my supervison (1989-present). Currently, the Plant-Microbe Interactions group hosts on average 15-25 MSc students per year.
PhD students (thesis advisor, daily supervision by indicated co-promotor)
Graduated
1. Saskia van Wees (1995-1999; with Prof. Kees van Loon)

2. Jurriaan Ton (1997-2001; with Prof. Kees van Loon)

3. Bas Verhagen 2000-2004; with Prof. Kees van Loon)

4. Martin de Vos (2001-2005; with Prof. Kees van Loon and Prof. Marcel Dicke)

5. Vivian van Oosten (2002-2006; with Prof. Marcel Dicke and Prof. Kees van Loon)

6. Sjoerd van der Ent (2003-2007; with Prof. Kees van Loon)

7. Annemart Koornneef (2004-2008; with Prof. Kees van Loon)
8. Marieke van Hulten (2005-2008; co-promotores Dr. Saskia van Wees & Dr. Jurriaan Ton)
9. Antonio Léon-Reyes (2005-2009; co-promotor Dr. Tita Ritsema)

10. Adriaan Verhage (2006-2011; co-promotor Dr. Saskia van Wees)
11. Dieuwertje van der Does (2007-2012; co-promotor Dr. Saskia van Wees)
12. Christos Zamioudis (2007-2012)
13. Tieme Zeilmaker (2006-2012; co-promotor Dr. Guido van den Ackerveken)
14. Roeland Berendsen (2006-2011; co-promotor Dr. Peter Bakker)
15. Inez Terpstra (2004-2012); co-promotor Dr. Guido van den Ackerveken)

16. Joost Stassen (2007-2012; co-promotor Dr. Guido van den Ackerveken)
17. Shakoor Ahmad (2008-2012; co-promotor Dr. Jurriaan Ton)
18. Chiel Pel (2008-2013)

19. Sharon Mithoe (2012-2013; with Prof. Albert Heck; daily supervisor Dr. Frank Menke)
20. Stan Oome (2009-2013; co-promotor Dr. Guido van den Ackerveken)

21. Dmitry Lapin (2009-2013; co-promotor Dr. Guido van den Ackerveken)
22. Irene Vos (2011-2015; co-promotor Dr. Saskia van Wees)
23. Yeling Zhou (2011-2016; co-promotores Dr. Saskia van Wees en Dr. Peter Bakker)

24. Lotte Caarls (2012-2016; co-promotores Dr. Saskia van Wees en Dr. Guido van den Ackerveken)

25. Nora Ludwig (2012-2016; co-promotor Guido van den Ackerveken)
26. Yujuan Du (2017; 1st promotor Prof. Ben Scheres)

27. Giannis Stringlis (2012-2016)
28. Silvia Coolen (2011-2015; co-promotor Saskia van Wees)

29. Ke Yu (2013-2017; co-promotor Peter Bakker and Roeland Berendsen) 
30. Eline Verbon (2015-2019; co-promotor Ronnie de Jonge)

31. Marciel Pereira Mendes (2014-2019; co-promotor Saskia van Wees)

32. Erqin Li (2014-2020; co-promotor Alexandre Jousset and Peter Bakker)
33. Merel Steenbergen (2014-2021; 1st promotor Saskia van Wees)

34. Gilles Vismans (2016-2022; co-promotores Peter Bakker and Roeland Berendsen)
35. Hao Zhang (2016-2023; co-promotor Ronnie de Jonge)

Ongoing
36. Niels Aerts (2017-2021; 1st promotor Saskia van Wees)
37. Dharanipathi Kamalachandran (2018-2022; 1st promotor Saskia van Wees)

38. Sanne Poppeliers (2018-2022; co-promotor Ronnie de Jonge)

39. Juan José Sanchez Gil (2018-2022; co-promotor Ronnie de Jonge)  
40. Sietske van Bentum (2018-2022; co-promotor Roeland Berendsen and Peter Bakker)
41. Gijs Selten (2020-2024; co-promotor Ronnie de Jonge)
42. Dario Ramirez Villacis (2020-2024; 2nd promotor Jos Raaijmakers (NIOO))
43. Jelle Spooren (2020-2024; co-promotor Roeland Berendsen)

44. Melissa Uribe Acosta (2020-2024; co-promotor Giannis Stringlis)

45. Run Qi (2020-2024; 1st promotor Saskia van Wees)

46. Max Stassen (2021-2025; co-promotor Giannis Stringlis and Roeland Berendsen)

47. Sophie Vijverberg (2023-2027; co-promotor Valerian Meline and Roeland Berendsen)
Post-docs

1. Dr. Karen M. Léon-Kloosterziel (1998-2000) 

2. Dr. Shu Hase (2000-2001)

3. Dr. Frank Menke (2003)

4. Dr. Maria José Pozo-Jimenez (2003-2005; Marie-Curie Fellow)

5. Dr. Jurriaan Ton (2004-2008 (VENI Fellow)

6. Dr. Tita Ritsema (2005-2010)

7. Dr. Sjoerd van der Ent (2008-2009)

8. Dr. Annemart Koornneef (2008)

9. Dr. Saskia van Wees (2007-2011; VIDI Fellow)

10. Dr. Marcel van Verk (2011-2016)

11. Dr. Richard Hickman (2012-2017; VENI Fellow)

12. Dr. Christos Zamioudis (2012-2014)

13. Dr. Roeland Berendsen (2011-2015)

14. Dr. Ainhoa Martinez-Medina (2012-2014; Marie-Curie Fellow)

15. Dr. Silvia Proietti (2013-2015; Marie-Curie Fellow)

16. Dr. Ivan Fernandez-Lopez (2014-2017; Marie Curie Fellow)

17. Dr. Klaas Bouwmeester (2014-2017; VENI Fellow)

18. Dr. Colette Broekgaarden (2014-2018; VENI Fellow)

19. Dr. Marco Cosme (2015-2017)

20. Dr. Pauline Trapet (2016-2019)

21. Dr. Irene Vos (2015-2016)

22. Dr. Lotte Caarls (2016)
23. Dr. Giannis Stringlis (2017-2023)
24. Dr. Yang Song (2019-2026)

25. Dr. Alberto Pascale (2020-2023)

26. Dr. Shu-Hua Hsu (2022-2024)
27. Dr. Brandon Ford (2021-2023)

28. Dr. Hao Zhang (2023-2025)
Technicians

1. Hans van Pelt (1993-present)
2. Ientse van der Sluis (2006-2012)

3. Joost Keurentjes (2000-2001)

4. Ruth Joosten (2005-2007)

5. Anja van Dijken (2011-present)
6. Jolanda Schuurmans (2022-present)
Foreign guest researchers hosted in the PMI group
1. Christine Queitsch (USA, 2023)

2. David Weller (USA, 2023)

3. Jesus Sevillano Cano (Spain, 2023)

4. Alberto Ferez Gomez (Spain, 2023)

5. Xing Zhou (China, 2021)

6. Changfeng Zhang (China, 2019-2021)

7. Jiayu Zhou (China, 2020-2021))

8. Xintong Liu (China, 2019-2020)

9. Angel Aparicio Jiminez (Spain; 2019)

10. Shu-Hua Hsu (Taiwan; 2019)

11. Sharmila Chattopadhyay (India; 2019)

12. Mary Wildermuth (USA; 2018)

13. Alberto Pascale (Italy; 2018)

14. Gonzalo Sacristan Pérez-Minayo (Spain; 2017)

15. Francisco Ines Nascimento (Portugal; 2017)
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Patent applications

1. Ton, J., Van der Ent, S., Van Hulten, M.H.A., Pieterse, C.M.J. (2007). Defense priming in plants. Patent application PCT/NL2007/050472 (filed 28 September 2007).

2. Bardoel, B.W., Kessel, K., Van der Ent, S., and Pieterse, C.M.J., and Van Strijp, J. (2009). Use of Pseudomonas aeruginosa alkaline protease (AprA) and inhibitors thereof in medicine and agriculture. Patent application PCT/EP2009/053758
Abstracts for international meetings: >200 (stopped counting in 2015)
Invited/keynote lectures (in chronological order)
In the past 10 years, I have been invited to present my work at 34 international conferences, including 27 keynote/plenary invitations. In addition, I have been invited to give seminars at 48 universities or research institutes worldwide and gave 10 seminars for industry.
2023
1. The root microbiome and plant health. Agricultural Immunity Japan meeting, Wageningen, the Netherlands. 16 January 2023.

2. Bi-directional signaling along the microbiome-root-shoot axis. Microbiome Platform Utrecht meeting, Utrecht, the Netherlands. 17 January 2023.

3. The plant microbiome: lessons from the past, focus on the future. EPS Theme 2 meeting, Amsterdam, the Netherlands. 19 January 2023.

4. The plant microbiome: Seeding sustainable agriculture. Science Honours Academy Symposium, Utrecht, the Netherlands. 9 February 2023.\

5. Wie het kleine niet eert…. Het microbioom en plantweerbaarheid. Akademie van Franeker lezing, Franeker, the Netherlands. 22 February 2023.

6. The plant microbiome: seeding sustainable agriculture. PLANTUM Netwerk Event, Lunteren, the Netherlands. 4 April 2023.

7. Wie het kleine niet eert….. Het microbioom en plantweerbaarheid. VBBM Algemene Ledenvergadering, Dronten, the Netherlands. 12 April 2023.

8. The plant microbiome: Shaping the diversity of microbial life for plant health. NWO Life meeting, Egmond aan Zee, the Netherlands. 23 May 2023.

9. Bi-directional communication along the microbiome-root-shoot axis. 12th International PGPR Workshop, Toulouse, France. 30 May 2023.
10. The microbiome and plant health. Hugo de Vries Prize Symposium, Amsterdam, the Netherlands. 8 June 2023.

11. The plant microbiome and plant immunity. Translational Immunology Retreat UMCU, Bunnik, the Netherlands. 27 June 2023.
2022
12. Bidirectional signaling along the microbiome-root-shoot axis. BIG Leture, University of Lausanne, Switzerland. 7 March 2022.

13. Bidirectional signaling along the microbiome-root-shoot axis. Institute Seminar University of Zurich, Switzerland. 25 March 2022 (online).
14. Bidirectional signaling along the microbiome-root-shoot axis. DeCRyPT meeting, Cologne, Germany. 28 March 2022.

15. The microbiome and plant immunity. PhD day University of Trento, Italy. 4 April 2022 (online).
16. The microbiome and plant health. I4H2022 Symposium. Amsterdam, NL. 21 April 2022. 

17. The root microbiome and plant health. Institute Seminar, BU Biointeractions and Plant Health. 12 May 2022 (online).
18. Bi-directional signaling along the microbiome-root-shoot axis. 3rd Plant Microbiome Symposium, Dundee, UK. 25 May 2022.

19. The root microbiome and plant health. BioCubaAgro2022 Congress, Cuba. June 2022 (online).
20. Bi-directional signaling along the microbiome-root-shoot axis. MiCRop Meeting Amsterdam, 23 June 2022.

21. Bi-directional signaling along the microbiome-root-shoot axis. mICROPe Symposium, Vienna, Austria, 14 July 2022.

22. Bi-directional signaling along the microbiome-root-shoot axis. 7th Asian PGPR Congress, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 25 August 2022.
23. The root microbiome and plant health. ICoLiST Symposium, Universitas Negeri Malang, Indonesia, 30 August 2022.

24. The root microbiome and plant health. University of Montreal, Canada, 14 September 2022 (online). 

25. Wie het kleine niet eert….: Het microbioom en plantgezondheid. Rotary Club Oegstgeest, 21 September 2022.

26. The plant microbiome: Seeding sustainable agriculture. 10th Dutch Seed Symposium, Wageningen, 4 October 2022.

27. Bi-directional signaling along the microbiome-root-shoot axis. Institute Seminar Yangling University, Yangling, China, 2 November 2022 (online).

28. Wie het kleine niet eert….: Het microbioom en plantgezondheid. Green Gala, ’s Hertogenbosch, 23 November 2022.
2021
29. The root microbiome and plant health. Institute Seminar University of Jerusalem, Israel. 25 January 2021.

30. The root microbiome and plant health. Institute Seminar University of Florida, USA. 2 February 2021.

31. The root microbiome and plant health. European Plant Science Organization (EPSO) Seminar Series. 15 April 2021.

32. The root microbiome and plant health. Institute Seminar University of Ghazi, Pakistan. 30 April 2021.
33. The root microbiome and plant health. Activiteitendagen: De omgeving Hogeschool. 27 May 2021.

34. Bi-directional signaling along the microbiome-root-shoot-axis. 3rd International Symposium “Advances in the world of microbiomes”. University of San Fransisco de Quito, Ecuador. 18 June 2021.

35. Bi-directional signaling along the microbiome-root-shoot-axis. Joint session of the Botany 2021 Congress and the American Society of Plant Biology Symposium, USA. 20 July 2021.

36. The root microbiome and plant health. 6th Asian PGPR meeting – Bhopal, India. 3 september 2021
37. The plant microbiome and plant health. Institute Seminar ICAR Institute of Biotic Stress Management, India. 24 September 2021.
38. Plant-microbiome interactions and their effects on the plant immune system. PlantLINK Symposium, Lund, Sweden. 27 September 2021.

39. The root microbiome and plant immunity. Infection & Immunity Symposium, Utrecht University, NL. 1 November 2021.
40. Het microbioom en plantgezondheid. Artemis Kennisdag, NL. 11 November 2021.

41. Het microboom van planten. Webinar Weerbaar Telen. 15 December 2021.

2020
42. The root microbiome and plant health. Institute Seminar King Abdullah University of Science and Technology, Saudi Arabia. 28 April 2020.

43. The root microbiome and plant health. Institute Seminar Huazhong Agricultural University, Wuhan, China. 26 August 2020.

44. Agricultural Immunity: Host-microbiome interactions. Institute Seminar University of Clermont-Ferrand, France, 15 September 2020.

45. Bi-directional signaling along the microbiome-root-shoot-axis. Plant Genomics in a Changing Environment Conference, 12 October 2020, United Kingdom.

46. Bi-directional signaling along the microbiome-root-shoot-axis. Priority Prgram DeCRypt, 12 October 2020, Cologne Germany.

47. The root microbiome and plant health. Invited Institute Seminar, 26 October 2020, Northwest A&F University, Yangling, China.
48. Bodemleven (microbioom) en plantgezondheid. Demeter Webinar – De ordende levensprocessen achter onze gezondheid. 8 November 2020.

2019
49. The soil-borne supremacy. Priority Program DECRyPT) meeting, Cologne, Germany, 15 February 2019.

50. Bodemorganismen essentiëel voor plantengroei. Limagrain Handelsdag, 19 February 2019, Zeist, Netherlands.

51. Plant-microbiome interactions: an ironic love story. Institute Seminar INRA Montpellier, France, 21 February, 2019.

52. Host-microbiome interactions and immunity. Eijkman Lecture, 7 March 2019, Utrecht University, Netherlands.

53. Induced systemic resistance: a JA-dependent call from the underground. Regulatory Oxylipins meeting, 4 April 2019, VIB Ghent, Belgium.

54. The root microbiome and plant immunity: an IRONic love story. Banbury meeting “the Plant Microbiota”,  16 April 2019, Banbury Center, Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory, New York, USA.

55. The soil-borne supremacy. Institute seminar University of Göttingen, 23 May 2019, Göttingen, Germany.

56. The root microbiome and plant immunity. NWO Life conference, 28 May 2019, Bunnik, the Netherlands.

57. Soil-borne supremacy: root microbiome and plant immunity. International Conference Rhizosphere 5, 8 July 2019, Saskatoon, Canada.

58. Bi-directional signaling along the microbiome-root-shoot axis, Institute seminar University of Geneva, 30 October 2019, Geneva, Switzerland.

59. The soil-borne supremacy. Plant Bioprotech conference, 19 November 2019, Marrakesh, Morocco.
2018
60. Het wortelmicrobioom en plantgezondheid. Studieavond Friese boeren, Kollumerzwaag, the Netherlands, 31 January 2018.

61. Inspired by nature for future innovations. Future Food Utrecht Symposium, Utrecht, the Netherlands, 9 February 2018.

62. Microbioom. Rode Hoed debat “It’s the food, my friend!, Rode Hoed, Amsterdam, the Netherlands, 27 March 2018.

63. The root microbiome and plant immunity. Institute seminar University of Sheffield, UK, 21 March 2018.

64. The root microbiome and plant immunity. Institute seminar University of Bonn, Germany, 27 April 2018.

65. Exploring and exploiting the plant immune system. Seminar Bayer Crop Science/Nunhems, Haelen, the Netherlands, 6 June 2018.
66. The soil-borne supremacy: the root microbiome and plant immunity. PGPR 2018 Workshop, Victoria, Canada, 19 June 2018.
67. Plant-microbiome interactions: an ironic love story. 19th International Symposium on Iron Nutrition and Interactions in Plants (ISINIP), Taipei, Taiwan, 9 July 2018.
68. The soil-borne supremacy. 12th Congress of the International Plant Molecular Biology (IPMB), Montpellier, France, 8 August 2018.
69. The root microbiome and plant health. LabLinks: Good Germs-Bad Germs: Microbiomes in Humans and Plants. Ghent, Belgium, 5 October 2018.
70. The root microbiome and plant immunity. 2018 World Life Sciences Conference. Beijing, China, 28 October 2018.

71. The root microbiome and plant immunity. Institute seminar Chinese Agricultural University, Beijing, China, 29 October 2018.
72. The root microbiome and plant immunity. Institute seminar Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences, Beijing, China, 29 October 2018. 
73. The soil-borne supremacy. Institute seminar Ludwig-Maximilian University Munchen, Germany, 16 November 2018.
74. The soil-borne supremacy. The Sainsbury Laboratory, Norwich, UK, 6 November 2018.
75. Hug the hubs: Gene regulatory networks in plant immunity. Summerschool Transcription factors and transcriptional regulation, Graduate School Experimental Plant Sciences, Wageningen, the Netherlands, 12 December 2018.

76. Plant microbiomes for future food and sustainability. Utrecht Sustainability Lecture, Copernicus Institute, Utrecht University, 13 December 2018.
2017
77. Het immuunsysteem van planten. Junior College Utrecht, Utrecht, the Netherlands, 6 March 2017.

78. Komt een plant bij de dokter ......, W&T Academy, Utrecht, the Netherlands, 15 February 2017.

79. Johanna Westerdijk lezing, Utrecht, the Netherlands, 21 February 2017.

80. Plantendokter, Meet the Professor, primary school Vleuten, the Netherlands, 30 March 2017.

81. Plantgezondheid – natuurlijke weerbaarheid, Plant gezondheid manifestatie, Bleiswijk, the Netherlands, 23 March 2017.

82. The root microbiome and plant health. EMBO course Plant Microbiomes, Max Planck Institute, Cologne, Germany, 3 April 2017.

83. Het immuunsysteem van planten. Biologie Olympiade, Utrecht, the Netherlands, 7 April 2017.

84. Komt een plant bij de dokter...... Kindercollege Utrecht Universiteitsmuseum, Utrecht, the Netherlands, 9 April 2017.
85. The root microbiome and plant health. Viiki Plant Sciencres Centre retreat, Helsinki, Finland, 16 May 2017. The root microbiome and plant health. VIB symposium “At the forefront of plant research”, Ghent, Belgium, 16 June 2017.

86. The root microbiome and plant health. 1st International Symposium on Plant Bioprotection Sciences & Technologies, Reims, France, 28 June 2017.

87. The root microbiome and plant health. Tohoku Forum of Creativity meeting, Sendai, Japan, 24 July 2017

88. Plantgezondheid: natuurlijke weerbaarheid. Hortiversum, Zoetermeer, the Netherlands, 18 September 2017.
89. The root microbiome and plant health. International Congress “FUTURE IPM 3.0: towards a sustainable agriculture”, Riva del Garda, Italy, 17 October 2017.

90. Microbial agriculture: the sustainable promise for future food security. Future Food Utrecht Symposium, Utrecht, the Netherlands, 3 November 2017.

2016
91. Het immuunsysteem van planten. Lezing Studium Generale Universiteit Utrecht, the Netherlands, 16 February 2016.

92. Hormonal modulation of the plant’s social network. Institute Seminar University of Helsinki, Finland, 16 March, 2016.
93. Plantendokter. Meet the Professor, Highschool in De Meern, the Netherlands, 30 March 2016.

94. Ruftende bacteriën voor weerbare plant. Culturele Zondag, Utrecht, the Netherlands, 3 April 2016.

95. Fungi in the root microbiome and plant health. CBS symposium Fungi and Global Challenges, Amsterdam, 15 April 2016.
96. The plant microbiome and plant health, University of Sheffield, UK, 21 April 2016.
97. Hormonal modulation of the plant’s social network. Institute Seminar University of Lausanne, Switzerland, 28 April 2016.

98. The root microbiome and plant health, Helmholtz Centre, Munich, Germany, 3 May 2016.

99. The root microbiome and plant health, CSIRO, Canberra, Australia, 14 June 2016.

100. The root microbiome and plant health, University of Queensland, Brisbane, Australia, 11 July 2016.

101. The root microbiome and plant health,  CSIRO, Perth, Australia, 16 August 2016.

102. The root microbiome and plant health, University of Queensland, Brisbane, Australia, 23 August 2016.

103. The root microbiome and plant health, Sugarcane Research Australia, Brisbane, Austrlia, 26 August 2016.

104. The root microbiome and plant health, University of Queensland, Brisbane, Australia, 13 September 2016.

105. Sustainable innovation in the future of food. Lorenz Workshop “Innate Immunity of Crops, Livestock and Fish: the Dawn of Agricultural Immunity”, Leiden, the Netherlands, 19 September 2016.

106. Future Food: How do farting soil probiotics stimulate crop growth and immunity? TED-Talk, Graduate School of Life Sciences, Utrecht University, Utrecht, the Netherlands, 8 October 2016.

107. Plant-thrips interactions: uncovering dynamics of the plant defense signaling network to identify novel leads for maximizing crop protection. STW-Perspective meeting Green Defenses Against Pests, Amsterdam, the Netherlands, 9 November 2016.

108. The root microbiome and plant health. Institute Seminar Laboratory of Excellence Saclay Plant Sciences, Gif-sur-Yvette, Paris, France, 12 October 2016.
109. The root microbiome and plant health. University of Aberdeen, Scotland, UK, 28 November 2016.

110. Hug the hubs: gene regulatory networks in plant immunity. EPS Postgraduate Course “Transcription Factors and Transcriptional Regulation”, Wageningen, the Netherlands, 14 December 2016.

2015
111. Modulation of host immunity by the root microbiome. CRC 973 Symposium “Bridging Ecology and Molecular Biology: Organismic Responses to Recurring Stress”, Berlin, Germany, 18-20 February 2015.

112. Hormonal communication in the plant’s social network. Institute seminar University of Munich, Germany, 30 April 2015.

113. Modulation of plant stress responses by beneficial microbes. 2015 Interdisciplinary Plant Group Symposium “Plants Between a Rock and a Hard Place: The Interface Between Abiotic and Biotic Stress Responses”, University of Missouri, Columbia, USA, 27-29 May 2015.

114. Ruftende bacteriën voor weerbare plant. NWO Bessensap, Den Haag, the Netherlands, 12 June 2015.
115. The root of rhizobacteria-induced systemic resistance (ISR), Rhizosphere4, Maastricht, the Netherlands, 21-24 June 2015.

116. The root of rhizobacteria-induced systemic resistance (ISR). PRIR-2015 International Symposium on “PR Proteins and Induced Resistance against Pathogens and Insects”, RWTH Aachen University, Germany, 6-10 September 2015.

117. The root microbiome and plant health. ENVIRON conference “Environmental adaptation: from molecules to the planet“, Tartu, Estonia, 1-3 October 2015.
118. The plant microbiome and plant health. Keygene lecture, Wageningen, the Netherlands, 2 October 2015.

119. Plantweerbaarheid tot op de bodem uitgezocht. Kennisdebat Groene Gewasbescherming, Rijswijk, the Netherlands, 29 October 2015.
120. Hormonal modulation of plant immunity. ENZA Zaden lecture, Enkhuizen, the Netherlands, 11 November 2015.

121. The root microbiome and plant immunity. Meeting KNVM, Utrecht, the Netherlands, 13 November 2015. 
122. Interface between plant breeding and microbiome functioning. Nanjing University meeting, Utrecht, the Netherlands, 16 November 2015.

123. The root microbiome and plant health. Current Themes in Ecology, Lunteren, the Netherlands, 19 November 2015.

124. The root microbioma and plant health. Koppert B.V., Berkel en Rodenrijs, the Netherlands, 1 December 2015.

2014

125. Leerbaar weerbaar: het immuunsysteem van planten. KNAW sectie Biologie, 27 January 2014, Amsterdam, NL.

126. Het wortelmicrobioom en plantgezondheid. KNAW afdeling Natuurkunde, 24 February 2014, Amsterdam, NL.

127. Hormonal modulation of plant immunity. 16th International Congress on Molecular Plant-Microbe Interactions, Rhodes, Greece. 6-10 July 2014.

128. The roots of rhizobacteria-induced systemic resistance. 2nd Latin American Workshop on Plant Growth Promoting Rhizobacteria, La Falda, Argentina. 21-26 September 2014.

129. De nieuwe kleren van de plant: keizerlijk chemisch harnas klaar voor de strijd. Lezing Utrechtse Biologen Vereniging, Utrecht, 30 October 2014.

2013
130. Hormonal modulation of plant immunity. Institute seminar Leuven University, Belgium. 23 January 2013.

131. Plant protection and environmental change. Plant Science and Climate Change symposium, Utrecht, the Netherlands, 22 May 2013.

132. Hormonal modulation of plant immunity. Top lecture Leiden University, the Netherlands. 23 May 2013.

133. Hormonal modulation of plant immunity. Institute Seminar RWTH Aachen University, Aachen, Germany, 20 June 2013.

134. Modulation of host immunity by beneficial microbes. Institute Seminar Korea Research Institute of Bioscience & Biotechnology, Daejeong, South Korea, 22 August 2013.

135. Hormonal modulation of plant immunity. Institute Seminar National Institute of Agricultural Science and Technology, Suwon, South Korea, 22 August 2013.

136. The roots of rhizobacteria-induced systemic resistance. 10th International Congress on Plant Pathology, Beijng, China, 30August 2013.

137. Plant immunity: hormonal modulation of the plant’s social network. Institute Seminar CINVESTAV, Irapuato, Mexico, 19 November 2013. 
138. Hormonal modulation of plant immunity: shaping the plant’s social network. 32nd New Phytologist Symposium on Plant interactions with other organisms: molecules, ecology and evolution, 20 November 2013, Buenos Aires, Argentina.

139. Het immuunsysteem van planten. Seminar High School Nieuwegein, 2 October 2013, Nieuwegein, NL.

2012
140. Microbial modulation of the plant immune system. Microbiology Seminars, Utrecht University, NL. 31 January 2012.

141. Defense systems in plants. Plant Health Care, Oisterwijk, NL. 28 February 2012.

142. Plant responses to beneficial soil-borne microbes. Mycorrhiza Ecology Symposium, Utrecht, NL. 25 January 2012.

143. Zelfverdediging bij planten. Study group Plant Health, Utrecht University, Utrecht, NL. 17 February 2012.

144. Defense systems in plants. Plant Health Care meeting, Oisterwijk, NL. 28 February 2012.

145. Modulation of host immunity by beneficial microbes. Institute Seminar University of Giessen, Germany. 2 March 2012.
146. Plant immunity: a matter of hormones. Institute Seminar Instituto de Tecnologia Química e Biológica, Lisbon, Portugal. 20 April 2012.

147. Networking by small-molecule hormones in plant immunity. Bijvoet Retreat, Soesterberg, NL. 24 April 2012. 
148. Plant immunity: it’s the hormones talking but what do they say? Institute Seminar Free University of Amsterdam, Amsterdam, NL. 15 May 2012.

149. Hormonal modulation of plant immunity. Institute Seminar Max Planck Institute, Cologne, Germany, 20 June 2012.

150. Hormonal modulation of plant immunity. Congress of Society of Experimental Biology (SEB), Salzburg, Austria, 29 June 2012.

151. Hormonal modulation of plant immunity. International Symposium on Molecular Plant-Microbe Interactions, Kyoto, Japan, 31 July 2012. 

152. Induceerbaar weerbaar. Leerbaar Weerbaar Workshop, Delft, the Netherlands. 18 September 2012. 
153. Induced resistance: a matter of hormones. VI Brazilian Meeting on Induced Resistance in Plants against Pathogens, Viçosa, Brazil. 19 November 2012.
154. Trade-offs and benefits of hormonal modulation of plant immunity. British Society of Plant Pathology Conference on fitness costs, Norwich, UK, 17 December 2012.
2011
155. Zelfverdediging bij planten. Artemis studiedag. 9 November 2011, Berkel en Rodenrijs, NL.
156. Making sense out of signaling during plant defense. International symposium on “PR-proteins and induced resistance against pathogens and insects”. 4-8 September 2011, Neuchatel, Switzerland. 

157. Modulation of plant immunity by beneficial and parasitic organisms in Arabidopsis. European Science Foundation workshop on “Plant-microbe-insect interactions”, Wageningen, NL. 18-20 August 2011.
158. Plant immunity: It’s the hormones talking, but what do they say? Institute seminar University of Edinburgh, Edinburgh, UK. 27 June 2011.
159. Exploring and exploiting the plant immune system. Seminar BEJO Seeds, Warmerhuizen, NL. 7 June 2011.
160. Mining natural genetic variation of combinatorial stress responses of Arabidopsis to identify new tolerance pathways for biotic and abiotic stress. STW Perspective meeting “Learning from nature to protect crops”, Wageningen, NL.
161. Plant immunity: It’s the hormones talking, but what do they say? 10th IMPRS Symposium, Jena, Germany. 7 February 2011.
162. Plant immunity: It’s the hormones talking, but what do they say? EPS Theme 2 Symposium/Willie Commelin Scholtenday, Amsterdam, NL. 3 February 2011.

2010

163. Making sense out of signaling during plant defense: an ecogenomics approach. Ecogenomics Symposium, Amsterdam, NL, 21 April 2010.

164. The plant immune system. Symposium on Microbial-Associated Molecular Patterns in Plants: Plant Hormone Responses, Salamanca, Spain, 25-26 February 2010.

165. Networking by small-molecular hormones in plant immunity. Gordon Research Conference on Plant Molecular Biology, Holderness, USA, 18-23 July 2010.

166. Plant immunity by beneficial microbes. Symposium of the American Phytopathological Society and the Molecular Phytopathological Society, Nashville, Tennessee, USA, 7-11 August 2010.

167. Hormonal crosstalk in plant immunity. Rothamsted Research Institute, Harpenden, UK, 21 September 2010.
168. Plant immunity: it’s the hormones talking, but what do they say? Institute Seminar VIB Plant Systems Biology, University of Ghent, 12 October 2010, Ghent, Belgium. 

169. Plant immunity: it’s the hormones talking, but what do they say? Institute Seminar University of Paris-Nord, 4 November 2010, Paris, France.
170. Plant immunity: it’s the hormones talking, but what do they say? EPS Summerschool on Ecophysiology, 18 November 2010, Midlaren, the Netherlands.

171. Hoe planten zich verweren tegen microorganismen. Seminar HOVO, University of Leiden, 23 November 2010, Leiden, the Netherlands.

2009
172. Plant immune responses triggered by beneficial microorganisms. 46th Congress of the South African Society of Plant Pathology, Cape Town, South Africa, 25-28 January 2009.
173. Uncovering novel mechanisms of pathogen-induced suppression of host defense signaling in the plant immune system. Summit of the Centre for BioSystems Genomics, Wageningen, NL, 17 March 2009.
174. Networking by small-molecule hormones in plant defense. 5th IOBC meeting on Induced Resistance against Pathogens and Insects, Granada, Spain, 12-16 May 2009.
175. Networking by small-molecule hormones in plant immunity. 20th International Conference on Arabidopsis Research, Edinburgh, UK, 30 June -4 July 2009.

176. Networking by small-molecule hormones in plant defense. NWO-ALW platform Molecular Genetics, Lunteren, NL, 16 October 2009.
2008
177. Ecogenomics to study plant-attacker interactions: from genes to ecology or from ecology to genes? Ecogenomics meeting, Ede, NL, February 29, 2008.
178. Cross-talk between salicylic acid and jasmonic acid defense signaling. Keystone Symposium on Plant Innate Immunity and Plant Hormones and Signaling, Keystone, USA, 10-15 February, 2008.

179. Cross-talk between pathogen and insect defense signaling. International Conference on Biotic Plant Interactions, Brisbane, Australia, 27-29 March 2008.

180. Changes in hostile environments: signaling makes sense. Symposium Institute of Environmental Biology, Utrecht University, NL,  27 October 2008.

181. Exploring the plant’s natural defense response. 3rd Workshop on Plant-insect interactions, Leiden University, NL, 29 October 2008.

182. Non-pathogenic rhizobacteria-induced systemic resistance: effects on insect herbivores and their natural enemies. Current Themes in Ecology, Wageningen University, NL, 11 November 2008.
183. Defense signaling from the underground. University of Göttingen, Germany, 2 December 2008.
2007
184. Signaling during induced systemic resistance in Arabidopsis. Symposium on Signal Exchange Between Roots and Microorganisms, 7-9 March, 2007, Göttingen, Germany

185. Unraveling natural plant defense signaling networks. Workshop on Ecophysiology of Plants, Midlaren, NL, December 13, 2007.

186. Unraveling natural plant defense signaling networks using (eco)genomics. Seminar at Institute for Water and Wetland Research, Nijmegen, NL, October 16, 2007.

187. Cross-talk between defense signaling pathways. Summerschool Environmental Signaling: Arabidopsis as a Model. Utrecht, NL, August 27-29, 2007.

188. Cross-talk between defense signaling pathways. 13th International Congress on Molecular Plant-Microbe Interactions. Sorrento, Italy, July 21-27, 2007.
2006
189. Signaling during induced plant defense. Seminar at University of Granada, Spain (April 2006)

190. Arabidopsis as a model to study PGPR-ISR. 7th International Workshop on Plant Growth-Promoting Rhizobacteria, Noordwijkerhout, NL (April 2006).

191. The role of ethylene in induced disease resistance. International Congress on the plant hormone Ethylene, Pisa, Italy (May 2006).
2005
192. Rhizobacteria-induced systemic resistance and pathways cross-talk to fine-tune defense. EU-BIORHIZ Workshop on Direct Interactions in the Rhizosphere, 17-19 January 2005, Wageningen, NL (2005).

193. Induced resistance signaling. Albrecht-von-Haller-Institute, University of Göttingen, Germany (2005).

194. Induced resistance signaling in Arabidopsis.  Seminar at Max-Planck-Institute for Chemical Ecology, Jena, Germany (2005).

195. Plant self defense. Summerschool on Ecophysiology of Plants, Midlaren, NL (2005).

196. Molecular mechanisms of induced resistance signaling in Arabidopsis. “International Congress on Molecular Plant-Microbe Interactions, Merida, Mexico (December 2005).
2004
197. Plant innate immunity. Seminar at the Faculty of Veterinary Sciences, Utrecht University, NL (2004).

198. Rhizobacteria-induced systemic resistance and pathway cross talk to fine-tune defense. “International Joint Workshop on PR-Proteins and Induced Resistance", Elsinore, Denmark (May 2004).

199. Plant innate immunity: cross-talk between signaling pathways to fine-tune defense. Seminar during theme symposium “Strategies and mechanisms to suppress phytopathogens” of the “KNBV Jaarvergadering”, Wageningen University, NL (2004).

200. Rhizobacteria-induced systemic resistance and pathway cross talk to fine-tune defense. Seminar at the Botanical Institute, University of Basel, Switzerland (2004).

201. Rhizobacteria-induced systemic resistance and pathways cross-talk to fine-tune defense. Seminar at ESALQ, University of Sao Paulo, Piracicaba, Brazil (2004).

202. Rhizobacteria-induced systemic resistance and pathways cross-talk to fine-tune defense. “2nd Brasilian Meeting on Induced Resistance in Plants”, University of Lavras, Lavras, Brazil (2004).
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203. Induction of systemic resistance by root-zone bacteria: from perception to expression of resistance. 8th International Congress of Plant Pathology, Christchurch, New Zealand (2003).
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205. Defence-related secundary metabolites in induced resistance in Arabidopsis. 13th Symposium “Secundair Metabolisme in Plant en Plantencel”, Utrecht, NL (2003).

206. Induced plant defense: signaling and expression of resistance. Summerschool “Molecular Basis of Plant-Microbe Interactions”, Leiden University, NL (2003).

207. Cross-communication between plant defence pathways. NWO-ALW Meeting Experimental Plant Sciences, Lunteren, NL (2003).

208. Plant innate immunity: signals chat to make a choice. Seminar at Department of Plant Molecular Biology, Gene Expression Laboratory, University of Lausanne, Switzerland (2003).

209. Plant innate immunity: signals chat to make a choice. Seminar at the Department of Molecular Biology, Institute for Botany, University of Bonn, Germany (2003).
210. Plant innate immunity: triggered to treat the threat. Seminar at Department of Plant Survival, University of Neuchatel, Switzerland (2003).
2002
211. Cross-talk between plant defence signalling pathways. ARANED Meeting, Utrecht, NL (2002).

212. Induced systemic resistance by plant growth-promoting rhizobacteria. 9th International Symposium on Nitrogen Fixation with Non-Legumes, Leuven, Belgium (2002).

213. Systemic defence against pathogens. Summerschool Ecophysiology of Plants, Midlaren, NL (2002).

Rhizobacteria-mediated induced systemic resistance. National Meeting on Mechanisms of Plant Defence, Sendai, Japan (2002).
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214. Ethylene and jasmonate signalling in induced systemic resistance. 17th International Conference on Plant Growth Substances, Brno, Czech Republic (2001).

215. Cross-talk between jasmonate- and salicylate-dependent induced defences in Arabidopsis. EPS Summerschool Environmental Signalling: Arabidopsis as a Model, Utrecht, NL (2001).

216. Cross-talk between induced defence pathways in Arabidopsis. NWO-ALW Meeting Experimental Plant Sciences, Lunteren, NL (2001).

217. Cross-talk between jasmonate-and salicylate-dependent induced defences. 10th International Congress on Molecular Plant-Microbe Interactions, Madison, USA (2001).

218. Rhizobacteria-mediated induced systemic resistance in Arabidopsis. 6th International Workshop on Pathogenesis-Related Proteins in Plants, Spa, Belgium (2001).

219. Rhizobacteria-induced systemic resistance in Arabidopsis. 1st IOBC/wprs Conference on Induced Resistance in Plants against Insects and Diseases, Wageningen, NL (2001).

220. Cross-talk between plant defence pathways. Three-yearly retreat of the Plant Research Laboratory, Michigan State University, East Lansing, Michigan, USA (2001).
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221. Rhizobacteria-mediated induced systemic resistance: triggering, signalling and expression. 1st International Symposium Induced Resistance to Plant Diseases, Corfu, Greece (2000).

222. Rhizobacteria-mediated induced systemic resistance: triggering, signalling and expression. Seminar Max-Planck-Institute for Plant Breeding Research, Cologne, Germany (2000).

223. Enhancement of induced resistance by simultaneous activation of salicylate- and jasmonate-dependent defence pathways in Arabidopsis thaliana. International Symposium on Durable Resistance, Ede-Wageningen, NL (2000).

224. Mechanisms of induced defences in plant-pathogen interactions. Autumnschool Interactions Between Plants and Attacking Organisms, Wageningen University, NL (2000).

225. Enhancement of induced resistance by simultaneous activation of salicylate- and jasmonate-dependent defence pathways in Arabidopsis. European Union Meeting, Villars-sur-Ollon, Switzerland (2000).

226. Induced systemic resistance in Arabidopsis. European Union Meeting, Enkhuizen, NL (2000).
1999
227. Ethylene- and jasmonate-dependent signalling during induced systemic resistance (ISR) in Arabidopsis. 9th International Congress of Molecular Plant-Microbe Interactions, Amsterdam, NL (1999).

228. Rhizobacteria-mediated induced systemic resistance in Arabidopsis. Seminar Department of Biology, University of Fribourg, Switzerland (1999).

229. Ethylene- and jasmonate-dependent signalling during induced systemic resistance (ISR) in Arabidopsis. European Union Meeting, Norwich, UK (1999).
1998
230. Pathways controlling long distance signalling: Induced systemic resistance (ISR) and systemic acquired resistance (SAR). PhD Summer School Disease Resistance in Plants, Wageningen, NL (1998).

231. A novel signalling pathway controlling induced systemic resistance in Arabidopsis. 9th International Conference on Arabidopsis Research, Madison, USA (1998).

232. A novel defence pathway induced by biocontrol bacteria in Arabidopsis. 50th International Symposium on Crop Protection, Gent, Belgium (1998).

233. Systemische resistentie in Arabidopsis geïnduceerd door Pseudomonas fluorescens bacteriën verloopt via een nieuw ontdekte signaaltransductieroute. Gewasbescherminsmanifestatie, Wageningen, NL (1998).
234. Mechanisms of induced resistance in plants. Studiekring Plantenveredeling, Wageningen, NL (1998).
1997
235. A novel signalling pathway controlling induced disease resistance in Arabidopsis. 5th International Congress of "Plant Molecular Biology", Singapore (1997).

236. A novel signalling pathway controlling induced resistance in Arabidopsis. Willie Commelin-Scholten Symposium, Utrecht, NL (1997).

237. A novel signalling pathway controlling induced resistance in Arabidopsis. ARANED meeting, Utrecht, NL (1997).

238. Rhizobacteria-mediated induced systemic resistance in Arabidopsis. Seminar Rhône-Poulenc, Lyon, France (1997).

239. Biocontrol bacteria-mediated induced systemic resistance in Arabidopsis. European Union Meeting, Madrid, Spain (1997).

240. A novel signalling pathway controlling induced resistance in Arabidopsis. Meeting with the International Advisory Board of the Graduate School of Experimental Plant Sciences, Wageningen, NL (1997).
1996
241. Systemic resistance in Arabidopsis thaliana induced by biocontrol bacteria. 48th International Symposium on Crop Protection, Gent, Belgium (1996).

242. Systemic resistance in Arabidopsis thaliana induced by biocontrol bacteria. SLW meeting “Moleculaire Celbiologie van Planten”, Wageningen, NL (1996).
1995

243. Arabidopsis as a model system to study systemic resistance induced by plant growth-promoting rhizobacteria. Seminar Department of Biology, University of Zurich, Zurich, Switzerland (1995).

244. Arabidopsis as a model system to study systemic resistance induced by plant growth-promoting rhizobacteria. 4th  International Arabidopsis Network Meeting, El Escorial, Spain, (1995).
1991
245. Molecular aspects of the potato-Phytophthora infestans interaction.  International Symposium on "Advances in Potato Crop Protection", Wageningen, NL (1991).

246. Characterization of the putative pathogenicity genes ipiO2A and ipiO2B of Phytophthora infestans. 24th Lunteren Lectures on "Signal Transduction in Microorganisms and Plants", Lunteren, NL (1992).
1990
247. An in planta induced gene of Phytophthora infestans codes for ubiquitin. 5th International Congress of "Molecular Plant-Microbe Interactions", Interlaken, Switzerland (1990).
248. Cloning of in planta induced genes of Phytophthora infestans: an approach to unravel the molecular mechanism underlying pathogenicity of P. infestans. MOGEN Seminars, Mogen, Leiden, NL (1990).

Acquisition of funding Plant-Microbe Interactions group
In the past 10 years, acquisition of external funding for the PMI group reached a total of >15 M€. We aim for a healthy mix of funding for fundamental research and more applied research. In the past 10 years, 55% of the funding was for fundamental research and 45% for more applied research, ranging from TTW funding to direct funding by industry. 
Grants PMI group obtained since 2001
2023-2028
Plant-XR/CROP-XR Potato Satellite: Genetics, environment and management for sustainable (~1M€ to Pieterse, Berendsen).
enhancement of potato quality and yield
2023-2027
Horizon Europe “MICROBIOME4SOY”. (Pieterse co-applicant with EU consortium, 550 k€ to Pieterse).

2023-2027
TTW-OTP SPOTM for microbiome optimized potatoes (800 k€, Roeland Berendsen). 

2022-2027
Spinoza Prize (2,5 M€). Highest Dutch academic award for research on plant-microbe interactions. 

2022-2026
Horizon Europe “BOLERO - Breeding for coffee and cocoa root resilience in low input farming systems based on improved rootstocks”. (Pieterse co-applicant with EU consortium, 780 k€ to Pieterse).

2020-2024
NWO TTW OTP “MyCOAT – creating sustainable seed coatings” (Van Wees with Wösten (UU), 268 k€ to Van Wees).

2020-2025
NWO Groot Programme “Unwiring beneficial functions and regulatory networks in the plant endosphere” (3 M€ total program with NIOO and LU; ~1 M€ to Pieterse, Berendsen and Van Wees).

2020-2030
NWO Gravitation Programme MiCRop “Harnessing the second genome of plants: microbial imprinting for crop resilience” (20,3 M€ total program with UvA, WUR, VU, NIOO; ~2,4 M€ to Pieterse).
2019-2024
Novo Nordisk Foundation Crop Resilience Program (30 M€ total program; subproject “InRoot” 9.8 M€, of which 367 k€ to de Jonge).
2019-2024
TTW-Perspective Program “LettuceKnow” (7 M€, coordinator van den Ackerveken, with UU, WUR and LU).

2019-2021
Industrial funding potato breeding company: “the potato microbiome and resilience” (450 K€; to Berendsen, Bakker, De Jonge & Pieterse).

2018-2022
NWO Industrial Doctorate program: “Selecting soybean-specific consortia of beneficial microbes for sustainable yield improvement” (446 k€; to Berendsen, with Koppert Biological Systems). 
2018-2022
NWO-domain TTW-RijkZwaan program “Connecting Innovators”: “PATHOVIEW: automated imaging of pathogeninfection of crops to understand, track, and quantify disease resistance traits (750 k€; to Van den Ackerveken, with University of Delft – 455 k€ for UU) 
2018-2022
NWO Green II: “Unearthing beneficial microbe rhizosphere competence traits in vivo” (843 k€; to De Jonge & Pieterse, with Dutilh, Bioinformatics-UU). 
2018-2021
EU H2020-ITN Microbe-induced Resistance to Agricultural pests: “Molecular mechanisms underlying interactions between microbe-induced resistance to herbivorous insects and pathogenic microbes” (255 k€; to Van Wees).
2017-2021
NWO Tuinbouw & Uitgangsmaterialen Talent programme: “Elucidating the Gene Regulatory Network that integrates Abscisic Acid and Jasmonic Acid Signaling” (250 k€; to Niels Aerts, with Saskia van Wees).

2017-2021
TKI TopSector project “Role of helper microbes enhancing downy mildew on leafy vegetables” (676 k€; to Guido van den Ackerveken and Roeland Berendsen).

2017-2021
TKI aanvraag “De Weerbare Plant” (Pieterse and Van Wees, with WUR Glastuinbouw and WUR-PRI; 900 k€ - for UU 100 k€).
2016-2020
Industry “Modifiers of dmr6/dlo1-mediated disease resistance.
2015-2020
STW Perspective Programme “Back to the Roots” (3 M€ for total programme, Pieterse/Bakker co-applicants with NIOO, WUR, and LU). Funding for UU 583 k€: Innovation by nature: plant traits involved in maximizing growth and protective functions of root microbiota (2 PhD projects).
2015-2020
STW Perspective Programme “LED it be 50%” (Van Wees with Pierik; 250 k€ PhD project) 

2015-2017
Marie Curie Fellowship (to Ivan Fernandez-Lopez): “Molecular dialogue in antagonistic versus mutualistic mycorrhizal networks” (200 k€).

2015-2019
NWO MSc Talent Programme Tuinbouw & Uitgangsmaterialen “Getting to the root of it: boosting plant health by beneficial root microbes” (250 k€; Pieterse with Eline Verbon).

2015-2018
STW-VENI “Elucidating the immune signalling regulatory network in Arabidopsis thaliana with digital genomic footprinting” (250 k€ to Richard Hickman).

2014-2017
STW-VENI “Outsmarting the attacker: New strategies to protect crops against manipulative insects” (250 k€ to Colette Broekgaarden).

2014-2017
STW-VENI “Lectin receptor kinases; novel leads for disease resistance in crop plants” (250 k€ to Klaas Bouwmeester).

2014-2018
STW Perspective Programme “Green Defenses Against Pests” project “Plant-thrips interactions: uncovering dynamics of the plant defence signalling network to identify novel leads for maximizing crop protection” (528 k€; Pieterse with Dicke, WUR). 

2014-2020
STW Perspective Programme “Green Defenses Against Pests” (3 M€ for total programme, Pieterse co-applicant with UvA, WUR, LU, and RUN).

2014-2017
NWO Open Competition project “Molecular dialogue in antagonistic versus mutualistic mycorrhizal networks” (250 k€; Pieterse with Van der Heijden)

2013-2017
NWO Meer met Minder project “Dissecting oomycete-induced immunity in Arabidopsis deploying a non-toxic NEP1-like protein as PAMP” (250 k€; Van den Ackerveken)

2013-2017
TKI-U project Topsector Tuinbouw & Uitgangsmaterialen “Strategic breeding for resistance to downy mildew by monitoring and deploying pathogen effector genes (800 k€; Van den Ackerveken, with 4 plant breeding companies).
2013-2017
STW open technology programme "Effectors and their plant targets as leads for downy mildew resistance breeding in lettuce" (850 k€; Van den Ackerveken with co-applicant WUR).
2013-2015
Marie Curie Fellowship (to Silvia Proietti): “Networking by stress signalling pathways: identification of novel regulators of combinatorial stress tolerance” (200 k€).

2012-2014
Marie Curie Fellowship (to Ainhoa Martinez-Mecina): “Induced Resistance in tomato by beneficial microorganisms - Translating Arabidopsis-derived molecular knowledge on defense signalling” (200 k€).

2012
Centre for BioSystems Genomics (CBSG): “Exploring the plant’s innate immune system: uncovering novel mechanisms of pathogen-induced suppression of host defense” (50 k€ extension grant - Pieterse).
2011-2016
STW-VIDI (to Saskia van Wees): “Networking hormones in plant immunity: an ecological and a systems approach to make sense out of defense signalingPlant immunity: cross-talk between signaling pathways to fine-tune defense” (800 k€).
2011-2016
ERC Advanced Investigator Grant (Pieterse): “The Plant Immune System: a multidisciplinary approach to uncover how plants simultaneously deal with beneficial and parasitic organisms to maximize profits and protection” (2.5 M€).

2010-2014: 
National STW Perspective Research Program “Learning from nature to protect crops” of the Dutch Technology Foundation (6,5 M€; Pieterse with Wageningen University partners co-applicant of the program).
2010-2014
STW Perspective: “Mining natural genetic variation of combinatorial stress responses of Arabidopsis to identify new tolerance pathways for biotic and abiotic stress” (1 M€; Pieterse with Wageningen University and companies KeyGene, Genetwister, and Royal Van Zanten).

2010-2015
Industry (to Guido van den Ackveken): “Functional analysis of Arabidopsis downy mildew resistance genes” (560 k€).
2008-2012
Centre for BioSystems Genomics (CBSG): “Exploring the plant’s innate immune system: uncovering novel mechanisms of pathogen-induced suppression of host defense” (250 k€; Pieterse).

2008-2012
UU: “Molecular mechanisms of priming for enhanced defense” (40 k€; Pieterse)

2008-2012
CBSG: “Oomycete effectors stimulating plant disease susceptibility” (250 k€; Van den Ackerveken).

2007-2011
Top Institute Green Genetics: “Novel approaches for resistance breeding using pathogen effectors and their host targets: towards durable resistance to Bremia in lettuce” (400 k€; Van den Ackerveken)

2007-2010 
ERA-Plant Genomics: “Understanding host plant susceptibility and resistance by indexing and deploying obligate pathogen effectors” (250 k€; Van den Ackerveken).

2007-2008
CBSG: “Priming for enhanced resistance to (a)biotic stress: large scale profiling of transcription factor gene expression to finger print the primed state” (50 k€; Pieterse).

2006-2011
STW: Control of Verticillium fungicola on mushroom (600 k€, Bakker with Microbiol.-UU).

2006-2010
Top Institute Pharma: “Novel kinases involved in cancer-relevant processes” (269 k€; Pieterse).

2006-2010
Industry: “Functional analysis of Arabidopsis downy mildew resistance genes” (560 k€; Van den Ackerveken).
2004-2011 
NWO-VICI and UU: “Plant immunity: cross-talk between signaling pathways to fine-tune defense” (1.25 M€; Pieterse).
2004-2008
SenterNovem innovational subsidy: “Controlled regulation of broad-spectrum resistance in plants” (320 k€; Pieterse in collaboration with companies GeneTwister, Royal Van Zanten, Vitrocom).

2004-2008
CBSG: “Priming of defense gene expression in plant-oomycete interactions” (200 k€; Pieterse).

2002-2006
NWO-ALW Open Competition grant: “Analysis of the cytosolic function of NPR1 in cross-communication between SA- and JA-dependent defense signaling” (200 k€; Pieterse).

2001-2006:
NWO-ALW Open Competition grant: “Crosstalk between signal-transduction pathways in induced defence of Arabidopsis against microbial pathogens and herbivorous insects” (200 k€; Pieterse with Dicke, WUR).

2001-2005
UU-National Graduate School EPS: “Effectiveness of insect-induced resistance against microbial pathogens in Arabidopsis” (160 k€; Pieterse).
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