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James came to the US
from the Philippines to
pursue a Masters degree
in Horticulture at the
University of Maine. In
Maine, he studied mineral
nutrition and production of lowbush blueberry.
After completing his degree, one of James’ thesis
chapter was endorsed by the University as a guide
for fertilizer treatment by blueberry farmers.
Intrigued by the intricate world of plant nutrition
and physiology, James decided to further his
education and was accepted in the Molecular Plant
Science PhD program at Washington State
University (WSU). At WSU, James characterized
the physiological function of amino acid
transporters that function in cellular import and
chloroplast export of amino acids and found a
transporter protein involved in phloem loading of
amino acids. Here at MSU, James is studying how
sucrose export from source leaves and delivery to
anthers is involved in heat tolerance in common
bean plants. He is also interested in if and how
amino acids and mineral nutrition contributes to
anther and pollen thermotolerance. James plans to
become a professor someday and further study the
effect of high temperature in nutrient transport,
metabolism and productivity. During his free time
James likes to read, cook, and take naps.
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•

Oct. 24 Brown Bag: Room 168 PLB, 1-2 PM
Miranda Haus and Tayler Chicoine.
“Exploring Common Bean Early Response to Fusarium
brasiliense in a Mesoamerican x Andean population”
“Who's your neighbor? Plant neighbors induce speciesspecific changes in a focal plant's root exudation and
rhizosphere community composition”

•

Nov. 4 MPS Seminar: 1200 MPS, 4:00 PM
Maria Harrison – Cornell University
“AM symbiosis-conserved genes modulate root cell
structure and function to accommodate fungal
endosymbionts.”

•

Nov. 7 PSM Seminar: Room A155 PSSB, 4:00 PM
Sieglinde Snapp, Karen Cichy, and Krista Isaacs.
“Update on International Agriculture Research.”

•

Nov. 12 Social & Poster Session: MPS Atrium, 4-5PM
Resilience Research at MSU – Register here!

•

Nov. 14 Brown Bag: Room 168 PLB, 1-2 PM
Marty Chilvers and Ian Willick will present.

•

Nov. 25 MPS Seminar: 1200 MPS, 4:00 PM
John Schiefelbein – University of Michigan
“Studying root epidermis development in Arabidopsis
thaliana.”

•

Dec. 2 MPS Seminar: 1200 MPS, 4:00 PM
Corné Pieterse – Utrecht University
“Bi-directional signaling along the microbiome-rootshoot axis.”
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